Issue: Certification
There are several issues surrounding certification.  Certification is the means by which individuals in the state of Kentucky become teachers.  Unlike some professions, there are several methods by which to become certified.  However, teachers have some concerns with the manner in which certifications are handled.  First, some definitions are necessary:

· Multiple Routes to full Certification – enables persons with ten years of exceptional experience outside of teaching to obtain certification as a teacher if their work dovetails with the area they will teach in.

· Praxis – tests required of teachers to become certified in the state of Kentucky.

Teacher Position:
Alternative Certification – Teachers are by and large opposed to this type of certification.  They feel that these individuals have not undergone sufficient preparation and will diminish the quality of the education profession because these routes emphasize content knowledge to the exclusion of instructional practice.  Teachers are specifically concerned that most alternative certification programs do not adequately address instructional practices, classroom management, and diversity issues.  If alternative certifications are granted, teachers believe concurrent methods classes should be required to ensure alternative certified teachers acquire these competencies.
Praxis – There are several problems with the Praxis exams.  Not all states “teach to” the Praxis as not all states require such tests for teachers to become certified.  Teachers attracted to the state of Kentucky to teach are quoted salary numbers only to find out that if they don’t pass the Praxis test(s) for their content area, they will be paid a much lower salary because they can’t be certified. The Praxis test should be used as one check on how well university education programs are preparing their students for the profession.  Teachers also believe that alternative routes to certification should require passing the Praxis examinations in instructional practice in order to begin teaching.
Opposing Viewpoints:
Alternative Certification – Both the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence and some Kentucky legislators believe that an education degree is not necessary to become a teacher.  

Middle School Certification –During the 2000 Kentucky Legislature, Harry Moberly led a coalition of legislators attempting to change middle school certification to exclude middle school teachers who were not certificated in a specific content area, even though these teachers may have had years of positive teaching evaluations.
Praxis – The Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) and the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) support the use of Praxis; they hold the perception that these tests help to maintain high standards and increase content knowledge.  Currently no instructional practice exams are required for any route to licensure.
